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GREETINGS! 

Welcome to another exciting episode of VITAL 
INFORMATION, brought to you by good ol’ American 
CCR)APITALI$M, the bullshit that tastes just as 
bad, but you don’t notice it as much because it’s 
being shoved directly down your throat! 

Our TV’s have told us between soap operas, game 
shows, and 1-900-FUCK-ME commercials that we have 
achieved a stunning victory in the Persian Gulf. 
George Bush is portrayed as a good guy, but when 
hundreds of civilians were inadvertantly killed, 
he hardly had a word of sorrow for them. Don’t 
believe the hype your TV is spewing! The truth 
is that NO ONE WINS A WAR! It’s not over until 
it’s over, and even then, it’s not over for the 
families of the casualties! MY war is not over 
either! I have been fighting for peace since 
long before this war, and my fight doesn’t end 
here. If you must kill something, kill your TV, 
or at least TURN IT OFF now and then! Life is 
NOT what your TV tells you it is. We still don’t 
know the truth about Panama - how long do you 
think it will take to find out the REAL body 
count of this war?! Don’t count on your TV to 
tell you! The revolution will NOT be televised! 
Get out of that armchair! Write letters, make 
phone calls, get out in the street and SCREAM! 

NOW IS THE TIME FOR ALL GOOD PEOPLE TO WAKE THE 
FUCK UP!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Irreverend Tim Maddog 



‘The most violent element 
in society is ignorance/’ 




















VITAL CORRESPONDENCE 

(Editor’s note: I have re-typed this letter for legible reproduction oF the reduction 
on this page. The content has not been altered In any way.) 


Hi Tim! 

Thanks for V.I.#2! I enjoyed it all, including that centerfold. Anyvay, you said 
you did need hate mail, so I have provided some. Keep in mind as you read my personal 
observations that my hatred is not directed at all blacks. I have deep respect for 
those who have taken advantage of opportunities for self-improvement.My main bitch 
is the quite typical attitudes, actions & beliefs of those blacks I am incarcerated 
with. It seems that they do share identical goals, judging by all of the conversations 
overheard and action (or lack of) that I have seen. Almost without exception they want 
a white bitch," drugs, and fancy attire S< cars, etc. They seem to have an overwhelm¬ 
ing urge to own a white woman since that is to them a status symbol. In here, rather 
than work 8 hrs. a day or attend school, most go for screw off jobs so they can sit & 
lust off the white women in soap operas. They are lazy, have no interest in self-im¬ 
provement and are extremely loud and obnoxious. Here in Iowa they make up 1.6^ of the 
population yet, 22% of the prison population is black. White incarceration rates here 
are 0.8 per 1,000 (white) but 12.4 per 1,000 black. 12 times our rate!!!! 

Personally, I feel they have had sufficient opportunities but simply do not pos- 
ess the intellect to evolve further. They are a massive boil on the face of our nation 
and, unless lanced, will erupt and poison all we hold dear. Look at unemployment, wel¬ 
fare, murder rates, drugs, pregnant teen statistics & illiteracy. They are, I believe, 
75 to 85% responsible for each, not including the aids epidemic. Give them a good job 
they quit. Put them in new housing they trash the place or turn it into pads for pimps 
or crack heads. Put them in school, they disrupt constantly with this so-called pride 
and belligerence. 

The major problem as I see it is that whites are so afraid of being called "rac¬ 
ist" that they don’t have the guts to say what they truly feel. Many, many, many feel 
as I do but will simply cower down when asked. They just will not admit it. In case 
you're wondering, yes I am open with my beliefs and don't hesitate to tell staff OR 
blacks what I think. I despise both with a deep loathing! 

In a recent issue of Newsweek it was suggested that each black family of 4 be 
given $100,000.00 for reparations because of all they have suffered. I was so enraged 
I literally lost my supper! Now, if immediate deportation back to Africa was mandatory 
then yes, do it immediately! The cost saved to our country in just a few short years 
would be worth many times that! 

I have no problem with any other race or culture. Oh yes, I do find it strange 
that blacks can’t even decide what to be called. They've gone from nigger to colored 
to black to Afro-american in less than 25 years. Now they squabble over the last 2 
instantly. Because of prison censors I can't comment further. I look forward to 
hearing from you again. 

Harold Williams 
Box B 080806-3 
Anamosa, Iowa 
52205 


Harold, 

Oh, boy! That sure IS hate mail! You seem to base a lot of your hatred upon con¬ 
clusions drawn merely from statistics and from experiences with a biased sample of 
the population. Let me explain how I see it in a logical way that may appeal to you. 
Poverty breeds crime. Being black in a white-dominated society often breads poverty 
(and other things). What do you expect in a society where soma (white) people treat 
the (black) people for whom you say (in paragraph 1) that you have deep respect (I 
don’t believe you) unfairly without giving them the same opportunities that they 
would give to another (white) person?! OF course, I’m generalizing, but "everybody 
generalizes!" I notice that YOU like to use the word "they" a lot. IF "they" were 
all as similar as you make "them" out to be, "they" wouldn’t have so much trouble 
deciding what to call "themselves." (I would suggest a term from the "single race 
theory" - HUMAN!) 


As I said, your opinion seems to be based only on certain experiences, and with 
the attitudes that you carry around and verbalize, I doubt that you are giving anyone 
the opportunity to form an impression based on the content of their character if you 
base your opinions on experiences with people of similar skin color. If people of 
similar colors DO behave similarly, it is more due to proximity created by a society 
that encourages segregation (although no longer by law). I suggest that you read the 
article "It’s A Black Thing..." by Mr. Nugrofaly on page 5. Open your mind, man, but 
don t spill your brains on the sidewalk! Seek On! 


Tim Maddog 







-by Doktor Shlosh 

1) NutraSweet causes people to become murderous. 

-Frank Zappa 

2) Blacks can't be racists. 

-Spike Lee 

3) Even when your TV is turned off, it is emanat¬ 
ing a signal which scrambles your brain. 

-Pazkal Uni 

4) I don't believe there's such a thing as TV, I 
mean, they just keep showing you the same pic¬ 
tures over and over, and when they talk, they 
just make sounds that more or less synch up 
with their lips. That's what I think! 

-Laurie Anderson 


t 
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IT’S A BLACK THINS... 



-by Mr. Nugrofaly 

...YOU WOULDN'T UNDERSTAND" was what it said on the 
back of a t-shirt I saw outside of the Rutthole Sur¬ 
fers' gig at Tipitina's a while back. It was the first 
tine I saw that saying on a t-shirt, and I renenber 
being kind of peeved about soneone carrying around an 
attitude which perpetuates a "separatist" mentality 
by pointing to superficial differences like skin color. 

For a long tine, ny nind would go back to that night 
at Tip's whenever I saw soneone carrying around their 
racial banner - Black By Popular Demand, 100?& African, 
etc., but at least I didn't stop THINKING about it, 
thinking it over, trying to figure out just what it was 
that I "wouldn't understand." 

A simple example came to me which changed my feel¬ 
ings about this saying. It's TRUE - I would NEVER know 
what it's like to wonder if I didn't get a job, a raise, 
a date, good service in a restaurant, help on the side 
of a road, etc. just because of my skin color. I hav¬ 
en't had to fight for those "certain basic rights" for 
which people of color have had to fight. I don't have 
to worry about standing out in a crowd and being stared 
at because of my skin color, ETC! ETC! So I guess I 
WOUI.DN'T understand! 

Pretty soon, I would bet that you'll start seeing 
shirts saying "It's a FEMALE (Gay, Handicapped, etc.) 
thing..." Now IS the time, in fact the time was LONG AGO 
to treat people based on the content of their character, 
not on the color of their skin or on the structure of 
their genitalia or on their sexual orientation or on 
their physical limitations. I really like what I heard 
on a recent Public Enemy recording: "It's a HUNAN thing, 
so you HAVE to understand!” 


"Nothing pains some people more than having to think." 

-Dr. Martin Luther Ring, Jr. 

l==il^L=nl=nl==il==il=il==il==il==il=il=il=nl==il=nh=il=^ 



WOULD YOU BUY A USED CAR FROM EITHER OF THESE MEN?! 














-by Stigmata Karekta, 

Reese Sykler, et al 

1) Mail excess packaging back to manufacturers. Make them 
deal with their own vile excretions. 

2) Get your money's worth. Copy all videotapes that you 
rent, borrow, or - Darwin forbid - buy. 

3) Photocopy a UPC code from a low-priced item. Before you 
check out, stick it onto a slightly higher-priced item. 

4) Become a frugal monk! Eat only 6/$1 ramen noodles. 

5) Learn to live on a low (reported) income so you don't 
pay so much in taxes which contribute to the war machine. 

6) If you're well off, give a little to homeless shelters. 

7) Buy through mail order to avoid state sales tax. 

8) Vote for the least of the available evils - at least 
the status won't get worse (hopefully). 

9) Run for political office. David DuKKKe made white sup¬ 
remacy, Nazism, bigotry, and other forms of racism 
practically FASHIONABLE! Get free air time, also. 

10) Get involved in local cable access TV, and attempt to 
exercise your so-called freedom of speech. 

11) Just say NO to drugs like alcohol, cigarettes, coffee, 
chocolate, and television. (Well, it may be a bit ex¬ 
treme to give up TV!) 

IE) Buy only unadvertised, store brand, and non-brand prod¬ 
ucts. Refuse to pay for a name and a pretty package! 

13) Recycle your "throwaway” mentality into a "repair, re¬ 
use, recycle" mentality. 

14) Use both sides of all paper. Use the back sides of your 
junk mail, etc. for note pads. 

15) Use both sides of your BRAIN and consider aesthetic and 
functional aspects of all things equally. 

16) Encourage the coffeeshops and other places you patronize 
to use sugar dispensers, etc. instead of individually 
packaged portions which waste a lot of paper. 





-by Tim Msddog 




TO PROTECT 
S TO SERVE? 


The police ere not alwaye there ”to protect and to 
serve” you - sometimes they are there to HARASS end AR¬ 
REST you. In this city, you’re more likely to spend time 
in jail for painting graffiti where the train tracks go 
over the interstate or for possessing an adult movie or 
for selling dildoes or for putting fliers on telephone 
poles than you are for assaulting someone. Even if you 
are doing nothing illegal, you can tae harassed and un¬ 
necessarily detained by police at their whim. I find the 
best thing to do is to avoid being in close oroximity to 
police, and the first step toward that is to know when 
they are lurking nearby. 

Most NOPO units are Chevrolet Caprices and Ford LTO’s. 

In Jefferson Parish, they also drive LTD’s, and it seems 
like I've seen a lot of undercover cops driving Dodge Dip¬ 
lomats, Chrysler LeBarons, or a clone of these models. 

LEARN TD RECDGNIZE THE HEADLIGHTS OF THESE KINDS DF CARS! 

Even though many cabbies drive these same models, it is 
definitely better to be safe than sorry. The most common 
colors of unmarked vehicles are white, dark blue, and 
black. 

Check out the wheels of the car. Police often have 
blackwall tires and "moon disc” (small, round, and plain) 
hubcaps. Look for antennae. Two small (6" or so) antennaa 
on either side of the trunk are a fairly sure giveaway, 
but always be suspicious of excess antennae. Many unmarked 
cars also have a spotlight mounted next to the rearview 
mirror. Its silhouette can be seen easily if you are look¬ 
ing for it. 

A lot of police cars sport bumper stickers with mess¬ 
ages like SCHODL'S DPEN or DIAL 5-1-1 or DARE TD STAY DFF 
DRUGS. The license plate is another spot to check. Most 
New Drleans area cops will have the word "PUBLIC" written 
diagonally to the left of the license number or will have 
an "X” in between two sets of 3 digits (123X^56, for ex¬ 
amp 1 e ) . 

None of these things is a sure sign of an unmarked 
police car, just like an earring in a man's right ear does 
not necessarily mean he's gay, but enough of these signs 
can clue you in to the not-so-obvious, and you can take 
appropriate action. 

And what if some "criminals” read this? Well, I be¬ 
lieve that it is always better for a guilty person to go 
free than it is for an innocent person to spend ONE DAY 
in jeil because there are plenty of "guilty" motherfuck¬ 
ers out there already! The REAL criminals are those who 
have the power to change things for the better but choose 
not to ! 

LIFE IS NEITHER A SITCOM NOR A SOAP OPERA. IT IS 
CLOSER TO A SCIENCE FICTION OR A HORROR MOVIE!!! 



SHOOTING THE HEAVY BREEZE 
MITH THE BLACK SPOON GANG 


-by Tim Maddog 


□n the cover of last issue was a photo I had taken of a graffitied 

STOP sign which had been altered to read "STOP COPS." Shortly after ' 

distributing copies of that issue around the city, I got a letter 

from "a man wanted by THE MAN!" This man had done much graffiti like * 

the one in question, and from the letter (which had no return address) 

I gathered that this was an intensely motivated and concerned individ- ^ 

ual. Signing his letter " Cl^THRU UNITY, HAN OF THE BLACK SPOON GANG!," 
he left me no way to get back in touch with him, but I felt that I 
would soon hear from him again. My feelings were right as I met him in 
person while meeting with people organized to protest U.S. military 
involvement in the Persian Gulf. We arranged to get together to discuss 
our individual and common goals, and what you see here are the results. 



TIM MAODOG: What kind of "gang" is the Black Spoon Gang? 

HAN: It's not really a "gang" as such. We're a group of concerned 
activists who have our own way of getting things done. 

TIM: Well, where exactly does the name come from? What does it mean, 
and what do you stand for? 

DUB: It's kind of like a "melting pot." If you Stir it long enough, the 
spoon will turn black. 

RAS: Yeah. A friend of ours who is a cartoonist came up with the name. 

He worked in a restaurant washing dishes, and all of the utensils would 
turn black. He had some kind of a "vision" of the utensils representing 
people - somehow it also represented unity of all kinds of people - but 
the spoons, which represented the poor people, kept getting stolen or 
thrown out. 

HAN: We chose to stand up for the outcasts and became the Black Spoon Gang. 
TIM: Where do you paint, what kind of things do you paint, and how long 
have you been doing it? 

RAS: We've been painting for about 3 years. 

HAN: Stop signs, as you already know, are good targets. You can change 
them to say things like STOP COPS, STOP WAR, STOP BUSH, HATE, KKK, DUKE, 
etc. We spraypainted some railroad chemical tank cars the other night 
with things like NOT SAFE - RUN AWAY!, TOXINS = LEGAL MURDER, and the 
"radioactive" symbol. Blank, cold, gray walls are prime targets. We'll 
paint messages there lil^e FEED THE HOMELESS, HUMANS UNITE, (f) THRU UNITY, 

END POLICE BRUTALITY - FIGHT BACK!, etc. 

TIM: Some people told me they saw your graffiti on some houses uptown. 

HAN: Well, we spraypaint on abandoned houses because they're boarded up 
and have big surfaces to paint, but otherwise, we'll only paint on a house 
if it's the home of some elitist who fucks over the poor or somebody fuck¬ 
ing up the environment - somebody like that. 

RAS: We've seen graffiti by Top Mob on churches, statues, and on a lot of 
low-income houses in the 9th ward, and all they do is tag everything with 
their names. 

HAN: I actually caught these guys painting once. They're not very careful 
about what they do, but they showed me a few good places to paint. I let 
them know how I felt about what they do] 

TIM: How do YOU feel about getting your names up? 

RAS : It's coo 1 . . . 

HAN: ,..but the message is the most important thing. 
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-P’ho'tos by Msddoc 


TIM: Have you done any murala? 

HAN: Back around the time when Flag burning became a big iasue, we 
painted a burning Flag near Carrollton Station, and we did a large 
mural that juet said BLACK SPOON GANG on the S. Carrollton exit From 1-10 
West. We also had a lot oF stuFF out at Pontchartra in Beach, but they 
painted over it when they had that Back to the Beach Party. Murals usually 
get painted over. We painted a sunset on a warehouse wall once, and it was 
(*» painted over within 2 days! 

TIM: Did you have any graFFitl on the Flood protection wall along Tchoup- 
itoulas Street? 

HAN: We had some good graFFiti on that wall, but there was some idiotic 
white power stuFF like "skinheads rule" and all this CRAP, and I was FUR¬ 
IOUS not only because oF what it said, but they also started to paint over 
OUR paint. Eventually, the city painted the whole wall. It’s HUGE, and 
this must have cost the city a LOT oF money that could have been put to 
better use like Fixing potholes or Feeding homeless people. 

TIM: What do you think oF people who would call you radical or extreme? 
HAN: Some people think that what we do is extreme, but a society that 
tolerates homelessness, war, mistreatment oF animals, and destruction oF 
the environment is extreme, insane, and FUCKED UP! People just don’t 
THINK! Anything we can do to help Fix things, whether legal or ILLEGAL is 
SANE and not extreme. 

TIM: So how did you get involved in this mode oF thinking? 

HAN: I’ve been brutalized TWICE by the police For senseless reasons, and 
I’ve heard a lot oF other stories about cop violence. I realized that 
these people can legally beat the Fuck out oF you and get away with it. 
Abbie HoFFman was an inspiration in that he saw the problems and Fought 
back... 



The "interview" went on For hours, and oF course, digressed From the main 
topic For much oF the time. We got together again, and I was told that 
one oF my suggestions (MINIMUM WAGE = MAXIMUM RAGE! ) had been painted. I 
later went on some outings with them, and on one tense occasion at a 
brightly lit intersection near UNO, Han painted my suggestion "DID WE NEED 
THIS?" on the control box oF a newly installed traFFic light. I think we 
may get together more oFten. WATCH OUT! WE ARE COMING SOON TO A NEIGHBOR¬ 
HOOD NEAR YOU! 



g 

























//w.. 


invisible vir 


WARNING: 


Television 
may be hazardous to 
your health. 
Watching may be 
habit-foriniiig. 




































Hi*. I 


iruses. 




& Apathy 









\cF 

9> 














































DRUG OF THE NATION 

-by Tim Maddog 

"Television. Drug of the nation. Breeding ignorance and feeding 
radiation. -The Beatnigs, Television (Radio Edit) 

I must admit that I*m a television addict, but not in the way that 
you might think. I kind of compare it to alcoholism. I have 4 TV 
sets in my a(com)partment (ell given to me in various states of 
disrepair), but they remain OFF most of the time. I usually turn 
"it" on only for news and weather, to tape sound bites for my radio 
show, or when someone calls me on the phone to tell me about some¬ 
thing of interest, and I often find myself leaving the idiot box 
on long after what I*m watching is over. 

I rely on my friends and other sources to inform me about 
things that are on the plug-in pulpit, but at the same time, I 
resent it somewhat when someone calls to say, "Put *it’ on channel 
6!" or whatever. Last week, Deakon Fleeb called to tell me that 
Steve Vai (former guitarist in Frank Zappa’s band) was going to 
be playing with the band on the David Letterman show. Well, I 
turned on the electronic hemmorhoids only to wait for almost 45 
Tninutes to see a mediocre performance by Mr. Vai. During this leng¬ 
thy wait, I witnessed far too many commercials for my mental health 
and was somehow able to turn off the brain fungus as soon as the 
event was over. 

G.K.Stevens (local "crackpot") says that the media entices 
you to take drugs that you do not need. Oh, how true this is! If 
you have a headache, do you ever try to get rid of it by relaxing 
or turning off the cathode ray tube? If you DO feel that you need- 
aspirin or orhter headache medicine, do you use a national brand, 
or do you use a chemically identical store brand or generic product? 

It’s hard to tell which is worse these days - commercials or 
programming. They are essentially inseparable, because the commer¬ 
cial "sponsors" pretty much control the programs that go on. If a 
show plans to deal with a "controversial" topic such as abortion or 
homosexuality, sponsors will - and in fact HAVE - withdrawn commer¬ 
cials. Knowing that this could happen generally keeps the program¬ 
mers fairly conservative - that being defined by those with the 
mega-money. 

Public television is not much different. Its corporate spon¬ 
sors are usually companies like Dow, Exxon, Freeport-McMoRan, etc., 
who are unlikely to support programming which exposes the disgust¬ 
ing things they are doing to us and to our environment. 

Cable TV gets to me as well. My parents got cable TV when I 
was in my mid-teens, and I thought, "What a concept! You pay for 
the programming, so you won’t have to watch so many commercials!" 
WRDNG!!! MTV seemed to be one of the worst violators of this theory, 
and basically, music videos THEMSELVES are commercials to market 
bands along with their albums, concerts, t-shirts, and other related 
items. 

Have you ever been unable to pull yourself away from the boob 
tube? There are theories that the "flicker" effect caused by TV 
generates sub-harmonics of the viewers’ alpha rhythms. Imposing 
"external rhythms on the mind, altering the brain waves which are 
otherwise as individual as fingerprints." Ian Sommerville believes 
that "it is entirely possible that the EEC records of a generation 
of TV watchers will be similar, even identical - although differing 
from those which present research reveals." Think about THAt the 
next time you "tune in and turn on." 


HEADLINE: WAR NOT OVER FOR FAMILIES OF CASUALTIES 



@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

AMERICA'S FUNNIEST HOME VIDEOS!! 




ARE CNN, NIGHTLINE, AND ENTERTAINMENT TONIGHT. WHAT 
WOULD YOU DO TO GET ON TV? IDIOT! THAT'S YOU OVER 
THERE, STARING INTO THE BUSINESS END OF A CAMCORDER. 

MOST OF YOU ARE SO PATHETICALLY EAGER TO BE FAMOUS FOR 
15 (MORE LIKE 1.5) MINUTES THAT YOU AIM CAMERAS AT 
YOURSELVES, IN HOPES YOU'VE DEBASED YOURSELVES ENOUGH 
TO BE AMUSING. FRUSTRATED FOR MONEY, POWER, AND SEX. 
YOU'RE BOUGHT OFF WITH "FREE" AIRTIME. WELL, SURPRISE! 
THESE DAYS IT’S EASIER TO SEEK A CAMERA THAN TO AVOID 
ONE. THE FUCKED AND THE DOOMED ARE ON TV EVERY NIGHT' 
THE REALLY RICH ARE INVISIBLE (THE TRUMPS EXIST ONLY FOR ' 
YOUR CONSUMPTION, ROBIN LEACH IS A HEADWAITER, AND THE 
REAL BUSINESS IS CONDUCTED OFF - CAMERA). 

"SMILE!" SAYS THE MAN WITH THE CAMERA, AND THERE YOU 
ARE, LIVE AT FIVE, SANDWICHED TWIXT A DISPOSABLE DOUCHE 
AND A CHRYSLER COMPULSION. YOU'RE ON CHANNEL ZERO' 

IN THE SOCIETY OF THE SPECTACLE, IMAGE CONTROL IS 
ALL. FRAMED IN A VIEWFINDER, YOU'LL BE SCRUTINIZED AND 
BOWDLERIZED, BLUED IN AND BLACKED OUT. YOUR IMAGE WILL 
BE PUBLIC PROPERTY, TO LIVE UP TO OR LIVE DOWN THE 
"SIMPLE" INDIANS WERE RIGHT ALL ALONG, IF ONLY 
METAPHORICALLY; THE CAMERA EATS YOUR SOUL, AND IT'S 
ALWAYS HUNGRY. 

REFUSE! DON'T FEED THE GLASS MOUTH! IF IT CAN'T SEE 
YOU, IT CAN'T EAT YOU. USE DECOYS. THE WORLD IS FULL OF 
WILLING CAMERA - FODDER. BE ANONYMOUS OR BE A TV DINNER 
IT'S BETTER TO DIE ON THE STREET THAN LIVE ON TV! 



TV CAKEF1AS, »CHELY BY THEIR PRESENCE, CAN CREATE INCIDENTS. 
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Dangers Attributed to Television 

The dangers of television viewing are alleged to be both physical 
and moral. For example, the U.S^ Consumer Product Safety Com¬ 
mission in 1974 estimated that twelve thousand persons sustained tel¬ 
evision-related physical injuries during 1973 alone. These involved 
laceration (63 percent), contusion/abrasion (21 percent), and fractures 
(6 percent), especially among eliildren. In addition, there are known 
ca.ses of death by TV. due to electric shock, fire, and explosions. The 
commission claims that television is directly associated with 160 deaths 
a year. In-depth investigations by the U.S. Bureau of Epidemiology 
reveals ca.ses .such as the.se: 

• At time of accident, victim was seated on a metal radiator with wet 
swim trunks on. When he reached over to the antennae to adjust the 
picture, he received a bolt which .sent him through the picture window 
behind him. 

• As victim pushed on-off switch with her cane, set burst into flames. 
Victim unplugged set. but fire spread to surroundings. 

• Victim, who lives in a cluttered room, was injured when TV tell from 
a table as he walked past it. 

• Victim most likely grabbed outside antennae pole and swung from 
porch to ground as she often did. She was found next to pole. An 
electrician called to the scene three hours after accident felt that the 
problem was in the TV set to which it was attached. 

Having TV monitored by federal health-regulating agencies dem¬ 
onstrates the dimension of public concern. TV' is popularly recognized 
for its addictive properties, witnessed vividly by the book The Plug- 
In Drug (Winn. 1977) and by personal reports by people who stopped 
watching for one month in return for $500 from the Detroit Free Press 
in 1977. Some of the temporary ‘ nonviewer.s" .said, after their absti¬ 
nence period: 


1 Just feel drawn to the TV. 

1 thought I'd go crazy. 

It was like cutting off the gas. 

\Detroit Free Press. November 6. 1977. p. 10-A| 

-from "I'elevision, tlie Evil Eye" by Dennis b'iles and Marlly 
.1 a c k so n-li e e c k in A merican i> 1 e v i s i o n Genre s by Stuart M. 
Kaminsky witli Jeffrey H. Mahan 


WE’LL BE RIGHT BACK AFTER A WORD FROM OUR CENSOR 
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TV or not TV, that is the question 


By Htaa Slurikli 

STAFF WRITER 

‘Toreveiy child born in the world. 
■ television tet it manufactured. In 
the averafe houaehold, it it watched 
more than seven hours a day. ... 
Television hat become a con^Muoion 
and an informer that imparu values 
both good and bad.** 

These are some of the things that 
hfichael Wlndship said in his lecture. 
The History of Tclevisioo." Oct 
29. in the Kendall Cram Room of 
the University Center. 

Winship’t presentation focused 
on the topics of news and public 
opinion and how sitcoms, soap op¬ 
eras and game shows seduce people. 

While spending the past 15 years 


as a writer. Whuhip worked with 
Smithsonian World magazine and 
wrote and co-produced the PBS 
documentary ‘Tclevisjon." 

Winship opened his speech by 
telling of hit experience being 
"electronically baby-sat** as a child. 

*‘I was in the first generation of 
kids that doesn't remember not 
having TV.** he said. 

Winship said television is viewed 
by over 3 1/2 billion people all over 
the world. The camera and screen 
have captured the deserts of Saudi 
Arabia, the depths of the Atlantic. 
Haley's Comet and “seven astro¬ 
nauts vanishing into the sky like the 
head of the scorpion,** he said. 

"Children are taught to cross the 
globe before they're allowed to cross 


the street. Fighting television is like 
fighting gravity,'' Winship said. 

He recounted the history of tele¬ 
vision. Alexander Graham Bell de¬ 
signed various drawings of the 
television, and in 1907 it had already 
appeared in scienlific magazines. 

More advancements with camera 
and light occurred in the 1920s and 
1930s before the iconoscope, the 
instrument that makes television 
what it is today, was developed in 
1948. Winship said. 

'Television was an idea that ex¬ 
isted long before its existence," 
Winship said. 

Today commercial television 
makes a lot of money. and television 
journalism holds the power of pic¬ 
tures and exploitation. "You cannot 


govern people without TYf any¬ 
more." he said. 

Winship said he believes com¬ 
mercial television should lower the 
profit motive and correentrate more 
on stirring up an audience's imagi¬ 
nation. 

But television is being taken more 
seriously by many as a force, rather 
than as an art form. 'Television is 
wonderful to me." he said. 

This lecture was the first one this 
year sponsored by the Lyceum 
Committee of Tulane University 
Campus Programming. 

AAS junior Wayne Berkowitz, 
who chairs the committee, said. "I 
thiftk Mr. Winship's speech was a 
very good start for Lyceum this 
year." 


TV variety keeps N.O. family 
tuned in all day, every day 


By JOAN TBBAOWAY 

Staff writer 


In the ehotffUD home of 
Nicholee and Alice Crowell, 
there are two televisions: one 
in the dinint room and the 
other in the bedroom. Often, 
both are going at once. 

And both have cable hook¬ 
ups. 

Alice likes to listen to the 
morning talk shows while she 
cooks and cleans. Her hus¬ 
band, she said, particularly 
enjoys the news and weather 
stations. He is a frequent 

-_ 


windsurfer on Lake Pontchar- 
train, she said, and be regularly 
checks wind speeds and di¬ 
rections. 

Like many New Orleans 
families, when the Crowells 
think of television, thev mean 
cable. In fact, cable television 
has become so common that 
many families consider it a ne¬ 
cessity — much like a phone or 
a dishwasher. 

In the New Orleans area, 
more than half of the homes 
where cable is available are 
hooked up. In five of the seven 
parishes, cable’s penetration 
exceeds 56 percent of available 


households. Figures were not 
available for Plaquemines Par¬ 
ish, and in Orleans Parish, 
with a large population of poor 
people, only 37 percent of the 
households get cable. 

And the Crowells, who live 
in Mid-City, are typical of 
today’s cable-watching family. 

“We’re a totally yuppie¬ 
looking family,” Crowell said. 
She and her husband are both 
college-educated, she said, 
“and we have a Volvo and an 
Audi.” 

They also have two children, 
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daughter Hayley, 4, and William, 
I, whom she mothers full-time. 
Nicholas Crowell does art work 
for architects and designers. 

“We’re one of those families 
that just lets the television run,” 
she said. 

Sometimes, they sit and watch. 
“Last night, we watched Tequila 
Sunrise’ together, even though 
we’d both seen it before” at the 
theater, she said. 


But more often, they are not 
sedentary. As the TV programs 
roll, Crowell said, most of the 
time her daughter is painting or 
drawing pictures. Her husband 
also draws at a worktable while 
the set is on, she said. 

They average about nine hours 
of television a day, most of it 
cable offerings, she said. 

In the past few years, they 
have cut down on the number of 
premium channels, she said, “be¬ 
cause the monthly bill got to be 
too big. Now, we pay about $25 a 
month. It’s worth it, as long as 
we have the extra money.” 


At noon Thursday, Hayley was 
enjoying a cable cartoon, “Maya 
the Bee.” Her mother said she 
likes it “because the bees have a 
new adventure every day.” 

Such shows are good for her 
daughter, Crowell said, “because 
they are non-violent and educa¬ 
tional.” For example, Hayley re¬ 
cently asked her if tongues have 
bones, a question her mother is 
sure was generated by television 
viewing. 

Sometimes Crowell nurses her 
son in a rocker while watching te¬ 
levision. She figures it's only a 
matter of time until he, too, is 
hooked. 
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YOU will be free from [17 when YOU 



continue to seem to BE 


makin 




played. 


CATHODE SORCERY 

-by Pazkal Uni 

Internal action disarrayed as immobility sets it's qaze 
around a tube of pointillistic fire shredding continuity to be 

P^££^i^*^J°^ction variables hovering just around the corners 

^'^* * ’ * puppets of electric veins etched into slates of 

the new mind,a reconditioned artifact 
by color symbology, emi tt ing sharp drones of ifs 
a drn.n r.f H, antiquated cymbals, the light plays the mind as 

desirL fnd instrument of perfect usury,a channel control of 

drifohffd a consumption. Master of entertainment and 

derailment of the sacred connection of being and reality. 

Of precious linkage to the world, the line 

THE- nnSo creates actual LIVES for people. 

vo,.^ f false facts of broken trajectories awaitinc 

^ reconstruct these damaged bricks into a shabbily 

ssembled mentality disabling any chance of REAL-TIME FREEDOM. 

The uit^octors are stating your frame o^ mind for you J^n LIVING color! 


Pazkal Uni oF the Internal Malfunction fnst i tut^ ma/^ ‘ 

be contacted through the Vital Information P.O. Box. 



DON'T EXPECT MUCH - 


I WAS RAISED ON TELEVISION! 







TW^STEDIMAGE 


IKVEfWod// IF W> 
WKMIM IMKM Htu itisr 
■n*H ON A COMtDV// J 


^IF VOO WFNNA '' 

CUV VOO JUSr 


AceBachwords 
r 


turM oH 


5oAr opirw// 


IF you WAi^r ^ 

cxctTEMtffr you 
JU5T TVRN oiy 

COFSHoWfl J 



ftMD IF VbU WANT 
TO THINK Vou 
JUST...«Ah. 


'^. .TURN ^ 


f 
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7.07 


7;07:i0 


1 : 08 - 1:16 


1:16 


1 : 16:30 


1:11 


1 : 11:30 


A sexy young female discovers that \\earing the 
proper panty hose produces startling residts on 
passing male strangers. 

A housewife learns that she can serve her husband 
better if she takes a painkiller before he arrives 
home. She attests to the fact that the drug makes her 
“more interesting.” 

Since attention span is limited, commercials will 
now be interrupted for ten minutes to show a story 
in which a kidnapper is released from pri.son ami 
murdered. At a key point in the story v\’e will return 
to commercials. 

A housewife discovers that foul odors in her kitchen 
can be eliminated by a spray can. 'I bis di.scovery 
ends her social isolation and restores the bridge club 
to a state of peace. 

A group of actors engage in various exotic and 
dangerous activities to suggest to men that by drink¬ 
ing the right beer they can somehow share vicari¬ 
ously in such excitement while leading ordinary 
lives. 

Wide-angle lens, ex(]uisite setting and lighting are 
used to make a small car look like one costing several 
thousand dollars more. 

Commercials again interrupted by the murder story 
to re-collect viewers for the next series of ads. 
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-from Jeffrey Schrank’s Snap, Crackle, and Popular Taste 







































OTHER SOURCES 


-by Kalmi de Slkar 


^busters - reveals how advertising (and TV in general) 
corrupts societies. They make anti-TV PSA's that you can 
get on videocassette to show to a group or even on your 
local cable access channels. ($^/issue) The Media Foun¬ 
dation, 1243 West 7th Ave., Vancouver, British Columbia, 
CANADA V6H 9Z9 


^ti Authoritarians A nonymous - for a couple of stamps, 
they will send you some anti-techno-fascist fliers. P.O. 
BOX 11331, Eugene, OR, 97440 


Society_ For The Eradication Of Television - a group with 

some unusual ideas about TV that are definitely worth 
consideration. You can get their newsletter by sending 
an SASE. P.O.BOX 10491, Oakland, CA, 94610 

F^^^nk Zappa Book - besides goofy biographical 
information, this book points some of Frank's opinions 
on this SNAFU society in which v;e live - and he does it 
in a way that makes you laugh and get angry and sick all 
at the same time. ISBN 0-671-70572-5 New Orleans Public 
Library # 782.42166 Z35r 

Sn ap, Crackle, And Popular Taste (The Illusion Of Free 
Choice In America)- by Jeffrey Schrank. This book picks 
apart television, shopping^, reading ads, playing sports, 
and many other everyday activities in such a way that 
you won't be able to feel the same way about these things 
ever again - and that's GOOD! ISBN 0-440-07154-2 NOPL# 
301.5 S37s 









FOOD 


OBSCENE 

CUISINE 


Th« radura, intamational symbol 
for irradiated food. 



-by Tim Maddog 


Ask anyone you know about Food irradiation, and they're not likely to 
know much about it. IF they do, you can bet they're opposed to it. Irra¬ 
diation is a Federally approved process used on vegetables, Fruits, nuts, 
certain meats, Flour, and grains that lengthens their shelF liFe. Cobalt 
60 and cesium 137 are two oF the radioactive substances used in this pro¬ 
cess. Many adverse eFFects have been associated with Food irradiation in¬ 
cluding; 1) inducing testicular tumors, kidney damage, and chromosomal 
damage in test animals, 2) stimulation oF carcinogenic aF1 atoxin-produc- 
ing molds, 3) killing oFF bacteria that ordinarily signal spoilage oF 
Foods (through Foul odor, taste, etc.) but allowing survival oF danger¬ 
ous bacteria which may give rise to. For example, the botulin toxin, 4) 
the mutation oF microorganisms or the evolution oF radiation-resistant 
strains. Just how badly do we need Food irradiation?! 

The FOA only requires labelling oF "whole Foods." Food which are crushed 
(e.g., peppers), re-packaged, or used as "ingredients" are not regarded as 
"whole Foods" by the FDA and are not required to be labelled. Some health 
Food stores label Foods as non-irradiated, but otherwise. For the most 
part, you'll never know iF you're getting irradiated Foods. 

IF you would like more inFormation about Food irradiation, look For 
the book Food Irradiation; W h o Needs It? by Webb, Lang, and Tucker(NOPL« 
363.192 W368F, ISBN;0-7225-1071-3), or write to Food S Water, Inc., 225 
LaFayette St., Suite 612, NYC, NY 10012 (212)941-9340. For a small dona¬ 
tion, they'll send you a 1-hour videotape on Food irradiation, or you 
can just ask For their literature. Remember, QUESTION EVERYTHING - ESPEC¬ 
IALLY THIS! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 














VITAL INFORMATION 



It will change the way you think 


(This 'zine has been made pos¬ 


sible by PEOPLE LIKE YOU.) So 
long! That's all For now I Thanx 
For joining us! See ya’ next 
time! Keep those cards, let¬ 
ters, books, 'zines, tapes, 
stamps, cash, and other use- 
Ful things coming. IF you're 
still interested, the Vital 
InFormation audiocassette 
’’The War On War” (which also 
includes ’’Beyond 1984” and 
’’Put Down Your Dukes S Fight 
Racism”) is available by send¬ 
ing a blank C-90 cassette (w/out 
the box) and return postage to: 




VITAL INFORMATION 
P.O. Box 791377 
N.O., LA 70179-1377 
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•, WTll**^ 
nolhin»< 


invisible viruses. 


WARNING; 




Television 
may be hazardous to 
your health. 
Watching may be 
habit-forming. 


Ignorance & Apathy 
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